[Phagocytic activity in rheumatoid arthritis].
The phagocytic activity of leukocytes was studied in 41 patients with active rheumatoid arthritis, 24 of whom were treated with gold compounds and the remaining 17 with non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs. The control group comprised 137 patients with no signs of inflammatory rheumatic diseases. The mean age of patients was 54.8 years (range: 32-75) and that of the controls, 53.5 years (range: 32-75). Spontaneous mobility (P < 0.001), phagocytic activity (P < 0.001) and antibody-dependent cytotoxicity (P < 0.001) of leukocytes were significantly lower in patients with rheumatoid arthritis compared to the control group. No significant differences were observed between patients treated with gold compounds and those receiving nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs with respect to mean spontaneous mobility (U = 198, P = 0.44), phagocytic activity (U = 185, P = 0.31) and antibody-dependent cytotoxicity (U = 183, P = 0.29) of leukocytes. Among patients treated with gold compounds phagocytic activity was significantly lower in those receiving TauredonR compared to those receiving AuropanR (U = 33.5, P = 0.05). The antibody-dependent cytotoxicity was comparable in patients receiving Tauredon and Auropan, respectively (U = 58.5, P = 0.48).